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online
www.nostalgia 
holic.com 
Play Pacman, 
Asteroids and read 
about stuff you 
pretend you’re too 
young to remember.

www.selvedge 
yard.com 
Possibly one of the 
coolest sites on the 
interweb. It just is.
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NEWS
FAT SKELETON
Purveyors of US-import helmets, apparel 
and many other items, Fat Skeleton has 
relocated to larger premises in Hucknall, 
Nottinghamshire, to cope with the 
success of its online store. This move will 
also enable customers to able to visit 
and browse through the ever-increasing 
collection of wares for the first time
The new quarters mean that the company 
has a new telephone number, although 
that’s a small price for now having an 
address in the splendidly-titled Wigwam 
Lane. During the winter, Fat Skeleton will 
be opening from 9.30am to 5.30pm on 
week days although it hopes to welcome 
visitors at open days on weekends during 
the summer, subject to their events 
schedule (so always give them a call 
first to check). Of course, none of this 
affects the online shop on the web site, 
where you’ll also be able to find details of 
proposed open days.
FAT SKELETON, UNIT 1, Imex enterprise 
Park, Wigwam Lane, Hucknall, 
Nottinghamshire NG15 7SZ. Tel: 0115 963 
5837 or visit www.fatskeleton.co.uk.

BRIGHTON SPEED TRIALS SAVED
Young Mr John Mitchell referred to the 
threat to the Brighton Speed Trials in last 
month’s issue. So we’re pleased to tell 
you that, after the city’s council initially 
declined an application to run the event 
in 2014, its Economic Development and 
Culture committee has subsequently voted 
unanimously to allow the event to continue
The Speed Trials has been running since 
1905 and organisers, the Brighton and Hove 
Motor Club, said: “This is a major victory 
not just for the club but for the heritage 
of Brighton, its residents and businesses 
and the history of motorsport… the council 
has listened to its constituents and acted 
in the best democratic interest of the City 
of Brighton and Hove. We are thrilled to be 
able to now start the planning of the 2014 
Brighton Speed Trial and the subsequent 
two years’ events.” 

NEW BIKESURE POLICY
Specialist insurance broker, Bikesure, has 
just launched a new scheme to cater to 
people who want short-term insurance 
without a huge price or a lot of hassle 
The scheme is designed to allow people to 
ride their own or other people’s bike for up 
to three months at a time and will provide 
cover for a wide range of bikes, from 
sports bikes to scooters, and including 
classics. Rob Balls of Bikesure says; “It 
might be friends or family who need to 
borrow a bike, someone borrowing a 
friend’s bike while their own is off the road, 
an extended test ride or even if you only 
want to ride between June and August.”
The only drawbacks are that policy holders 
have to be 21 years old and the maximum 
value applicable to a comprehensive policy 
is £10,000. Third party, fire and theft and 
third party only cover is also available. For a 
quote, ring 0800 587 9718. 

With Indian looking to make inroads into the 
heavy cruiser market currently dominated by 
Harley, Victory Motorcycles is now launching a 
fresh assault on the rest of the MoCo range—
although not for a few months. The Gunner 
is technically a 2015 model; however, it will be 
available in dealerships in April. At the moment, 
it’s planned to be distributed only in the USA, 
although we suspect that you will see the 
Gunner added to the UK line-up by 2015.

At the heart of the Gunner is Victory’s 
recently refined 106-cubic-inch Freedom 
V-twin with its impressive torque (only 
slightly less than a Suzuki Hayabusa) and 
proven track record. The chassis geometry, 
wheelbase and tyre size are the same as the 
Victory Judge, so we already know that it 
will handle well, while the 25-inch seat height 
makes it the lowest mainstream production 
V-twin available. Even the seat on the So-
Low, Harley’s much-vaunted model aimed 
at ladies and dwarves, is more than two 
inches taller than that. Forward controls and 

pullback handlebars make for an upright 
riding position, while Victory has already 
announced a range of custom parts, from 
a solo seat to straight pipes, with which 
owners can modify the Gunner.

However, I’m not sure of the validity of 
Victory’s preliminary advertising for the 
Gunner which trumpets the new model 
as ‘bobber-style’. It isn’t a bobber as 
many of us would think of one; even this 
stripped-down design has, from the full 
rear mudguard with its ‘suede titanium’ 
paint to the fussy front end, just too much 
going on for it to be able to don the title 
‘bobber’ with any conviction. But that’s 
really just a matter of semantics. This is a 
motorcycle with the likes of the Sportster 
and the Street Bob firmly in its sights and, if 
Victory can not only keep the price down—
in the USA, it will retail for $12,999 (£7,785), 
undercutting the Street Bob—but introduce 
it to the UK and Europe, then I think it could 
have a winner on its hands.

In 100% Biker 178, our Biker Insider was 
Pete Pearson, who runs Rocket Bobs with 
his very capable and long-suffering wife, 
Lisa. However, Lisa is an artist in metal 
in her own right, as her beautiful wallet 
chains prove
Completely handmade in stainless steel for 
longevity and ease of care, the wallet chains 
are available in a number of designs, from the 
simplest (although it doesn’t look very simple 
to me!) being the ‘Captive Inverted Round’ to 
the king of chains, the ‘Roundmaille’. 

Now, I’ll let you into a secret; I bought 
one of Lisa’s Roundmaille wallet chains 
for my other half last year and, when it 
arrived, I really didn’t want to give it away, 
even though I don’t use a wallet. It was 

so wonderfully tactile and intricate that I 
seriously considered keeping it and buying 
him indoors some socks and a box of 
hankies. But, I didn’t and, after a year of 
hard, daily use, it still looks as good as ever. 

You can choose from a combination of all 
stainless steel, blackened stainless with a 
spiral seam of brass or all bronze, while Lisa 
can also cater to custom colour wishes. Each 
chain is around 24 inches long (although Lisa 
can shorten or extend chains) and supplied 
with either a trigger snap clip and split ring 
or a stainless shackle with a screw collar pin. 
Prices start at £53.40 for the Captive Inverted 
Round and can be ordered via the Rocket 
Bobs website (see under Accessories and 
Apparel) at www.rocketbobs.biz.

YORKSHIRE TRIKERS
Hats off to the good people of the Yorkshire Trikers who have 
recently presented cheques to the NABD for £1,320, to the Yorkshire 
Air Ambulance for £617.70 and to Parkinsons UK for £617.70 
Yorkshire Trikers would like to thank all its members, rally-goers, traders, 
bands, the man on the PA, Breighton Ferry, Murton Park Farming 
Museum and anyone else who knows them for helping to raise this cash.

Chain Gang

NOWHERE TO HYDE
Norman Hyde has been reunited with his record-breaking sidecar outfit some ten years 
after it was almost totally destroyed in the fire that devastated Birmingham’s National 
Motorcycle Museum 
Norman captured the World Sidecar Land Speed Record in 1972, riding his home-built 
Roadrunner III to an average speed of 161.8mph at RAF Fairford, a record that remained 
unbeaten for over 35 years. At the time, he was working as a development engineer at Triumph’s 
Meriden factory and used his experience to uprate the Triumph Trident engine that powered his 
Roadrunner outfit, taking it out to 850cc and adding a supercharger.

Roadrunner III joined the National Motorcycle Museum’s collection in the 1980s, but was one 
of the 380 machines severely damaged when fire tore through the building in September 
2003. Now painstakingly restored by John Woodward (whose late brother Don hand-made the 
original bodywork), Norman had the chance to once again try for size the outfit with which he’ll 
always be associated.

Only 601 of the original Meteor chairs 
were built by Watsonian, using a batch 
of RAF Mosquito bomber reserve fuel 
tanks that it bought from the Air Ministry 
shortly after the end of the Second World 
War. Because the plywood tanks were 
light, they were ideal to be adapted as 
sidecar bodies. 

The modern version of the Meteor, 
however, is constructed from fibre glass, 
using a mould taking from one of the 
original wooden bodies. The tubular 
steel chassis has been uprated from the 
1940s design with the addition of a shock 
absorber and a 16-inch wheel. Priced at 
£3,995, the Meteor is available in a range 
of gel coat covers and Watsonian offers 
fittings for a wide range of both classic and 
modern motorcycles. And it is, of course, a 
grand excuse to show you a picture of an 
outfit (in this case a Moto Guzzi T7) with a 
De Havilland Mosquito TT35, thanks to the 
RAF Museum at Cosford. For more details, 
call 01386 700907 or visit www.watsonian-
squire.com. 

Meteor Strike
More than 60 years 
after the last Watsonian 
Meteor sidecar rolled off 
the production line in 
Greet, Birmingham, the 
company—now based 
in the Cotswolds—has 
relaunched the design GUNNING FOR VICTORY

As the world’s attention was focussed upon the newly resurrected Indian 
Motorcycles, one of Polaris’s other companies, quietly and with the minimum 
of fuss, launched a new model. Welcome to the Victory Gunner…
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VCAN DO
In last month’s Biker Gear, the contact 
details for the Vcan V158 helmet 
accidentally fell down the back of the sofa
After a bit of wrangling about with a 
toasting fork, we’ve managed to retrieve 
them and can tell you that, should you wish 
to purchase—or even peruse—said helmet, 
you can do so at www.vcanhelmets.co.uk. 

BULLDOG BASH BACK
After a brief hiatus, the Bulldog Bash is 
back in 2014, although this year’s event 
will be a lean, stripped-down version, 
back at its fit, fighting weight
Having listened to feedback and asked 
the right questions, the organisers have 
made some substantial changes, including 
scrapping the rave tent. Opinion was split 
on the subject of big name bands; some 
people expect them for the ticket price, 
while others said that, if they wanted to see 
a certain band, they would do so at a music 
venue anyway. And, of course, if they didn’t 
like the headline act, they felt that they were 
subsidising those who did. So it will be back 
to smaller, less well-known bands—which 
is always a good way to find that up-and-
coming act who will go far. What was clear 
was that what people really wanted was 
a damn good party with some fine drag 
racing action thrown in. The attractions 
have also been streamlined, along with 
the ticket price at £30 (prebooked). Yes, 
less than half what they were in 2012! 
To buy tickets, send a cheque or postal 
order (payable to Ashfield Promotions 
Ltd) with a stamped addressed envelope 
to Bulldog Tickets, The Old Shoulder of 
Mutton, Blackwell Road, Hutwaite, Sutton in 
Ashfield, Nottinghamshire NG17 2RG. 
If you want to enter your bike or trike for 
the Bulldog custom show, send a photo 
and details to customshow@bulldogbash.
co.uk or ring 07472 769869. General 
Bulldog Bash enquiries should be directed 
to 01623 432972 (9am–6pm). You can also 
get regular updates on this year’s show at 
www.bulldogbash.co.uk. 
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DON’T MISS AN ISSUE
If you don’t want to miss 
an issue! Ask your local 
newsagent to reserve 
100% BIKER on a  
regular basis.

Fill in this form  
and hand to  
your newsagent

In our piece on the 52 Express last month, 
we erroneously referred to Robin Richardson 
as the first man in the UK to break the 
magical 200mph barrier on a motorcycle. 
We are wrong, for the remarkable Freddie 
Cooper was the first person to officially 
exceed 200mph on English soil
Fred grew up in Woolwich, London, and 
served in the Army following the Second 
World War, but motorcycles—and Triumphs 
in particular—were always his first love. In the 
1950s, he would ride his bike from Woolwich 
to Brands Hatch, race all day, always hoping 
that he wouldn’t damage it because he had 
to ride home again. On  one occasion, he met 
a young Stirling Moss who needed a certain 
part for his car which just happened to be 
fitted to Fred’s motorcycle. Fred took the 
part off and loaned it to Moss for his session. 
Later, Moss saw that Fred wasn’t wearing a 
crash helmet, he lent him his own.

In 1961, Fred opened FJ Cooper 
Motorcycles in Greenwich. He was already 
establishing a reputation for his engineering 
prowess and Motorcycle News bet him 

that he couldn’t built a race bike for under 
£100. He went on to do just that, presenting 
journalist Robin Miller with a Triton which 
Miller subsequently rode at Isle of Man TT 
(that Triton still exists and was offered for 
sale at Wheels & Waves in Biarritz in 2012).

After racing against the likes of John 
Surtees, Fred went on to battle Alfie Hagon 
and George Brown on the sprint scene. With 
his brother, Jack, he built the twin-engined, 
supercharged Triumph ‘Cyclotron’; it put him 
in the Guinness Book of Records, when, at 
Greenham Common, he smashed the 200mph 
mark in 1972. He retired from sprinting to 
concentrate on engine tuning, but his skills 
weren’t confined to two wheels. He also 
specialised in Lamborghinis and helped Bernie 
Ecclestone to build his F1 Brabham engines. 
Fred worked right up until just before his 
death in January 2010 at the age of 84. As he 
lived this life, he left it with style, his hearse 
taking him on a final lap of the Brands Hatch 
circuit. Thank you to Fred’s son, Stuart, for 
information, pictures and the pride in which he 
holds his father’s memory.

Under Cover
Last year, Performance Machine launched its 
Scallop Cover line for rocker box, cam, 
derby, inspection and gearbox covers 
It was so popular that PM has just 
launched the Drive range, based, the 
company says, on hot rod styling. PM tells 
us, ‘Hot rod styling is quintessentially a big part 
of PM’s cold blue blood—it runs deep in us and we’re 
just being true to ourselves as designers.’ The simple, 
elegant covers are available for most Harley models and, 
for full details, you can contact www.mageurope.eu.

FREDDIE 
COOPER



All new
Biker Products
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BRITISH CUSTOM  
MOTORCYCLES BY ULI CLOESEN
I’m usually a bit wary of custom motorcycle coffee table books but I’m pleased to 
recommend ‘British Custom Motorcycles’ by Uli Cloesen, a compendium of bikes with British 
engines, rather than bikes built in Britain
There’s quite a number of the latter, including familiar names such as Lamb Engineering – a full 
page photo of Spirit of Endeavour’s engine cries out to be snipped out and framed! – Sootys 
Customs, Old Empire Motorcycles and the Trike Shop, but the book features international 
machines, from Redneck Engineering’s gorgeous Vincent to the creations of LC Fabrications in 
Virginia, USA.

Uli has included as much information as possible with each bike, but with dozens of well-
reproduced pictures, it’s churlish to quibble when he doesn’t know the entire history of every 
bike. An excellent addition to the book are the final chapters which feature British-engined 
customs created in Japan and India. 130 pages can’t cover everything, but this book has a good 
go at bringing you a cross section and it’s well worth a perusal. It’ll be available from all good 
booksellers with an RRP of £25 (although you can pre-order on Amazon for £19.33 with free 
shipping).

FIELD CANDY TENTS
The advent of the easily erectable tent has made the life of the rally-
goer immeasurably more pleasant—except in one respect

Stagger out of the bar after an evening of refreshing hop-based libations and 
you’re frequently faced with acres of tents, all of them worryingly similar. But 
there’s no chance of mistaking a Field Candy tent (unless, of course, someone 
else has chosen the same design, but even that lessens the averages of you 
crawling into the wrong bed). Field Candy produces a wide range of striking 
designs (some of them in limited editions) in both a traditional A-frame canvas 
tent and a wigwam shape.

Larger than many two-person tents, Field Candy tents have lightweight 
poles, a breathable inner, heavy duty YKK zip, lockable storage pockets, extra-
strong pegs, a spacious sleeping area and are designed to be durable. And, 
more importantly, easy to find… visit www.fieldcandy.com. 

OXFORD BIKE DOCK
If you’re used to transporting bikes, then 
you’ll know all the tricks of tying down a 
motorcycle securely in a van. But if you’re 
less confident, or even if you just want to 
make sure your bike doesn’t get knocked 
over while in your garage, Oxford Products 
has produced the Bike Dock
A robust steel construction, it’s designed to 
secure the front wheel of a bike while being 
transported or stored. It can be used free-
standing or screwed to the floor or a trailer 
bed. The fully-adjustable cradle will fit most 
motorcycles with a 12–22-inch front wheel and 
costs £99.99. To find your local stockist, visit 
www.oxprod.com. 

ZODIAC FACTORY  
TANK & CAP

Zodiac is now stocking aluminium fuel 
tanks by The Factory which are hand-cast 
using traditional casting methods
The tank is 14x10x7 inches (if you hold with 
this new-fangled metric malarkey, you’ll 
have to work those measurements out for 
yourself), holds approximately two-and-a-
half gallons and accepts regular Harley-style 
22mm fuel valves. It’s easy to fit on any 
frame with a round tube backbone, and 
can be teamed with the Factory’s matching 
Crown II fuel cap which you can also see 
here and is available in aluminium and cast 
brass. Neither is cheap; the tank will set you 
back £859 while the cap is £135 (although, 
having a weld-in steel bung, it can also be 
fitted in any other steel tank). To find your 
local Zodiac dealer, contact www.zodiac.nl. 
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